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Bach’s St Matthew Passion – first heard in Leipzig in 1729 – 

represents the zenith of the Baroque Passion-Oratorio tradition. 

Among its precursors may especially be mentioned a Handel work 

dating from some sixteen years previous in 1716 – the so-called 

Brockes-Passion – whose name commemorates Handel’s librettist: 

one Barthold Heinrich Brockes, a Hamburg City Councillor; the 

work’s full title provided by the composer was Jesus martyred, and 

dying for the sins of the world. Handel’s contemporary, Bach, 

travelled [with his first wife, Maria Barbara] to Hamburg to make a 

fair copy of Handel’s score; Bach’s St John Passion of 1723 came 

first. The St Matthew Passion of six years later was on a larger scale 

and longer in performance. The music is scored for a large double 

orchestra and for two four-part choirs. The solo material is on a 

substantial canvas and there are many more arias in which the 

singers reflect on the significance of the Passion narrative. There 

are two principal soloists – the tenor Evangelist or narrator of the 

Passion Gospel and the bass Christ who sings the words of the 

Saviour in recitative format accompanied by the first of the two 

string orchestras along with the keyboard continuo player.  
 

 
 



Sheffield Bach Society has been proud to present the St Matthew 

Passion regularly during the course of its distinguished history since 

the choir’s foundation in 1950. Again, in 2018, members of the 

audience will be involved in the singing of the Chorale Hymns 

throughout. Accompaniment in  will, as in 2011 and 2015, be 

provided by the famous and acclaimed National Festival Orchestra 

led by Sally Robinson with Alan Horsey at the keyboard.  
 

The Bach Choir is joined by members of St Peter’s Singers of Leeds 

and participants in the increasingly popular Sheffield Voice 

Exchange.  Once again, Sheffield Bach Society is delighted to be 

able to welcome the gifted young choristers from the Parish Church 

of St John, Ranmoor, to participate in part one of the St Matthew 

Passion under the leadership of Edward Barbieri, Director of Music 

at St John’s. 
 

This concert is being sponsored by the family of the late John 

Dethick, a former Bach Choir President and by our current 

Chairman, Chris Walker, in memory of his father, Geoffrey. 
 

We have assembled a superb panoply of star soloists including two, 

now based in London, who received their earliest musical training 

in the City of Steel – Ella Taylor soprano and mezzo soprano Anna 

Harvey.  We welcome back Stephen Liley as the Evangelist and 

Thomas Hunt as Christ. The bass arias and the role of the Governor, 

Pontius Pilate, will be taken by Sam Carl and Stephen Liley, 

additional to his Evangelist role, will sing the tenor arias. 

 
 

 

 

 


